INTRODUCTION
,700 species of aphids (Insecta : Homoptera : Aphididae), popularly known as plant-lice or ant-cows, constitute a group of small sized (0.7 to 7.0 mm in length) insects that suck the phloem fluid of plants [1] and about 1000 species are injurious to crops throughout the world [2] . Thelytokous parthenogenetic viviparity (obligate parthenogenesis where mothers give birth only to daughter young ones), short generation time (about 10 days on average), telescoping of generations (where grandaughters begin developing directly within the daughters which are themselves not yet born) and polymorphism are major traits of aphids that make them highly prolific in reproduction [3] . Many species of aphids display complex life cycles with alternation of sexual and asexual generations and host plant alternation [4] . The aphids excrete characteristic sugary substance, honeydew, which attracts wasps, butterflies, some moths and famously, some species of ants [5] . Aphids are also abused as they transmit viral diseases to several crops that warrant crop management strategies. Although aphids are the pest of crops, they are extremely important hosts for a number of parasitoids, predators and an essential meal for numerous other insects, as well as birds [5] . The legume or bean family Fabaceae or Leguminosae have a remarkable ecological and economical importance. It includes trees, shrubs and perennial or annual herbaceous plants, which are easily recognized by their fruit (legume) and their compound, stipulated leaves. The group is widely distributed and is the third-largest land plant family in terms of number of species (over 24,500 species) [6] . A number of legume crops are important food plants (e.g., Glycine max (soybean), Phaseolus (beans), Pisum sativum (pea), Cicer arietinum (chickpeas); forage crops (e.g., Medicago sativa (alfalfa), Arachis hypogaea (peanut) and Lathyrus odoratus (sweet pea); industrial legumes (e.g., Indigofera cultivated for indigo, Acacia for gum arabic and Derris for the insecticide); green manure legumes (e.g., Leucaena, Cyamopsis and Sesbania); timber crops (e.g., Acacia species, Dalbergia species and Castanospermum austral). In addition, a number of species are also weedy pests in different parts of the world. The plants of this group also possess symbiotic rhizobial bacteria in nodules, mainly located in the root cortex of the plant and help in fixing atmospheric nitrogen making soil more fertile [7] .
28. Cassia sp. : Aphis craccivora Koch [21, 48] , Aphis gossypii Glover [28, 43] , Greenidea longicornis Ghosh, Ghosh and Raychaudhuri [47] , Myzus persicae (Sulzer) [54] , Toxoptera citricida (Kirkaldy) [53] , Toxoptera odinae (van der Goot) [28, 53] 35. Crotalaria juncea L. : Aphis craccivora Koch [16, 20, 32] , Aphis gossypii Glover [16, 43] , Aphis umbrella (Borner) [16] , Aulacorthum magnoliae (Essig and Kuwana) [33] 36. Crotalaria pallida Aiton (=Crotalaria brownie Bertero ex DC., =Crotalaria mucronata Desv.
: Aphis craccivora Koch [13, 34] , Aphis gossypii Glover [13] , Aphis spiraecola Patch [28] , Brachycaudus helichrysi (Kalt.) [28] , Aphis fabae complex [32] , Schizaphis rotundiventris (Signoret) [32] 37. Crotalaria sp. : Aphis craccivora Koch [28, 54] , Aphis gossypii Glover [23, 54] , Aphis nasturtii Kaltenbach [17, 28] , Aphis spiraecola Patch [54] , Myzus persicae (Sulzer) [44, 50] 38. Cyamopsis tetragonoloba (L.) Taub. : Aphis craccivora Koch [16, 20, 24] , Aphis gossypii Glover [23] 39. Dalbergia sissoo Roxb. ex DC. : Aphis craccivora Koch [50, 59, 60] , Cinara similis (van der Goot) [12] , Greenidea sp. [16] , Myzus persicae (Sulzer) [16] , Toxoptera aurantii (Boyer de Fonsc.) [61] 40. Dalbergia sp. : Aphis craccivora Koch [28] 41. Delonix regia (Bojer ex Hook) Raf. : Macrosiphoniella sanborni (Gillette) [36] 42. Desmodium caudatum (Thunb.) DC. (=Desmodium laburnifolium (Poir.) DC.) : Aphis gossypii Glover [9] 43. Desmodium sp. : Acyrthosiphon rubi (Narzikulov) [62] , Aphis craccivora Koch [28] , Capitophorus mitegoni Eastop [28] , Megoura lespedezae (Essig and Kuwana) [63, 64] 
CONCLUSION
The above information revealed that out of estimated Indian aphid fauna of about 653 species [117] only 73 species infest 122 species of legumes out of over 1150 species described [118] in India. Aphis craccivora is the dominating species and feeds on 83 species of legumes followed by Aphis gossypii (39 species) and Acyrthosiphon pisum (20 species). The higher number of aphid species (16 species) are found to colonise Cajanus cajan followed by Lablab purpureus ssp. purpureus (12 aphid species) and Vigna unguiculata ssp. cylindrica (8 aphid species).
